Sjögren-Larsson syndrome: delta 5-and delta 6-fatty acid desaturases in skin fibroblasts.
Cultured skin fibroblasts from two patients with Sjögren-Larsson syndrome (SLS) and from a normal control were analyzed for trienoic and tetraenoic fatty acids. In addition, we assayed desaturation of [1-14C]linoleic acid in cells from four patients and four controls. There was no significant effect of the disease on the composition of polyunsaturated fatty acids or on the rate of linoleic acid desaturation in fibroblasts. The results indicate the presence of delta 5- and delta 6-fatty acid desaturases in cells from SLS patients.